Licensing Act 2003 – Guidance Fact Sheet

Fees

Background to the Licensing Act 2003
Purpose of the Act

The overall aim is to modernise the legislation governing the sale and supply of alcohol and public entertainment licensing so that:

· Various existing pieces of legislation are brought under a single act

· Licensing decisions are made according to local considerations

· Licensing hours are deregulated (i.e. the current restrictions on the hours when alcohol can be sold are to be removed)

Licensing objectives - The Act lays out 4 licensing objectives:

► Prevention of crime and disorder 

► Public safety

► Protection of children from harm 

► Prevention of public nuisance

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport have set a fee structure for licenses under the Licensing Act 2003 to enable Licensing Authorities to deliver tougher protections for local residents against alcohol related crime and disorder and public nuisance.

Premises Licenses and Club Registration Certificates

Fees for these licenses will be charged according to the non-domestic rateable value (NDRV) of the premises that the application relates to.

Each premises that is licensed will be allocate to a fee band as detailed in the table below.

Table 1

	Non-Domestic Rateable Value
	Band

	0 - £4,300
	A

	£4,301 - £33,000
	B

	£33,001 - £87,000
	C

	£87,001 to £125,000
	D

	£125,000 and above
	E


If you are unsure of the NDRV of your premises, details can be obtained from the Valuation Office website, www.voa.gov.uk  or by contacting Fenland District Council at Fenland Hall.

Application Fees

Each band attracts a different level of applications fee. These fees will apply to applications for new licences and for conversion of licences during the transition period.

Table 2

	Band
	Fee

	A
	£100

	B
	£190

	C
	£315

	D
	£450

	E
	£635


Premises falling within Bands D and E that are involved exclusively or primarily in the business if selling alcohol will have a multiplier applied to the fee as follows;

Table 3

	Band
	Multiplier 

	D
	2 times application fee

	E
	3 times applications fee


Premises without a NDRV will pay the charge applicable to Band A and premises in the course of construction shall be in Band C.

Fees for exceptionally large events
Where a proposed event accommodating 5,000 persons or more at the same time is being held on a vehicle, vessel or in a moveable structure then an additional fee is payable as detailed in the table below.

Table 4
	Number of Persons
	Additional Fee

	5,000 to 9,000
	£1,000

	10,000 to 14,999
	£2,000

	15,000 to 19,999
	£4,000

	20,000 to 29,999
	£8,000

	30,000 to 39,999
	£16,000

	40,000 to 49,999
	£24,000

	50,000 to 59,999
	£32,000

	60,000 to 69,999
	£40,000

	70,000 to 79,999
	£48,000

	80,000 to 89,999
	£56,000

	90,000 and over
	£64,000


Annual Fees
On the anniversary of the grant of Premises Licences and Club Registration Certificates an annual fee is payable to the Licensing Authority. This fee is again determined by the NDRV of the premises on accordance with Table 1. Premises falling within Bands D and E, which are exclusively or primarily involved in the business of selling alcohol, will have the same multipliers applied as detailed in Table 3.

The annual fees are as follows;

Table 5
	Band
	Fee

	A
	£70

	B
	£180

	C
	£295

	D
	£320

	E
	£350


Miscellaneous Exemptions

The Licensing Act 2003 provides that certain applications are exempt from the payment of a charge as detailed below.

Applications and variations for a Premises Licence and Club Registration Certificate for the provision of regulated entertainment ONLY by;

a) a school or college where the regulated entertainment is carried on by the school or college for and on behalf of the school or college or;

b) a premises that are or form part of a church hall, chapel hall, village hall, parish hall or community hall or similar buildings.

This exemption also applies to the above premises in respect of the annual fee if the Premises Licences or Club Premises Certificate only provide for regulated entertainment at the anniversary of the grant of the licence.

Personal Licences
The fee payable for the grant or renewal of a personal licence is £37 and is payable at the time of submitting the application.

Temporary Event Notices (TENs)

The fee for giving notice of a temporary event is £21 and is payable at the time of submitting the notice.

Fees for Other Applications
The table below details the fees payable for transfers and variation to licences. These fees are payable irrespective of the NDRV bandings.

Table 6
	Application or Notice
	Fee

	Theft, loss, etc. of premises licence or summary
	£10.50

	Application for a provisional statement where premises being built, etc.
	£195.00

	Notification of change of name or address
	£10.50

	Application to vary licence to specify individual as premises supervisor
	£23.00

	Application for transfer of premises licence
	£23.00

	Minor Variation
	£89.00

	Interim authority notice following death etc. of licence holder
	£23.00

	Theft, loss etc. of certificate or summary
	£10.50

	Notification of change of name or alteration of rules of club
	£10.50

	Change of relevant registered address of club
	£10.50

	Theft, loss etc. of temporary event notice
	£10.50

	Theft, loss etc. of personal licence
	£10.50

	Duty to notify change of name or address
	£10.50

	Right of freeholder etc. to be notified of licensing matters
	£21.00


Documents produced by Fenland District Council are available on request in community languages, large print, Moon, Braille, on audio cassette and in electronic format.
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